CHAMBER ORIENTATION
How to Maximize Your Membership

ABOUT US
WELCOME TO THE HOUSTON WEST CHAMBER OF COMMERCE!
Chamber Orientation is for new, existing and prospective members to learn
more about our Chamber, how they can engage, maximize their benefits, and
make lasting connections. If you've just joined the Chamber, have new staff
who want to get involved, or just need a refresher, we look forward to getting to
know you and your company better.
Founded more than 30 years ago, our Chamber is West Houston's leading
advocate and champion for business. Our primary objective is to create a
climate of growth and success in our business community. The HWCOC
provides leadership programs, volunteer opportunities, and business-building
initiatives that focus on the critical priorities of the business community by
leveraging the support, talent, and resources of its members.
OUR MISSION
To create a professional organization dedicated to making West Houston the
best community for living and working through support of local businesses. The
Chamber mission has four cornerstones:
Business Development – Helping members develop their business
opportunities.
Community Engagement – Helping members enhance their reputation for
service to their community.
Training and Development – Helping members increase their business and
management capabilities.
Government Advocacy and Legislative Affairs – Helping members affect the
government and regulatory environment for their business.
VISION
To be known and recognized as Houston’s best and most active
business champion, enabling business growth and business success:
To promote West Houston as the best place to work and live.

ABOUT US
FINANCING
The Houston West Chamber of Commerce is financed primarily by the
investments of its members. The Chamber maintains a 60-40% balance
between membership and fund raising events respectively. Additional revenue
is generated through the Chamber’s many and varied cost-effective advertising
opportunities and special events. Opportunities range from sponsorship of
luncheons and events to advertising on our monthly calendar or on our website.
The HWCOC is committed to giving back to the community. A portion of the
Chamber’s fundraising efforts is donated to local charities.
STRUCTURE / MANAGEMENT OF CHAMBER
A Board of Directors governs the HWCOC and is responsible for all policymaking decisions. There is an Executive Committee consisting of five directors
and a number of advisers who exercise the power of the Board between
meetings. Board Members serve as liaisons to each committee. The work of the
Chamber is performed via a committee system which is the most effective
means of harnessing energies and abilities of volunteers.
TOP 10 BUSINESSES CATEGORIES REPRESENTED
Business and Professional Services
Real Estate, Moving and Storage
Health Care
Finance and Insurance
Restaurants, Food and Beverage
Advertising and Media
Government and Education
Non-Profit
Lodging and Travel
Legal Services
TOP 10 ZIP CODES IN OUR AREA
77024
77027
77042
77043
77055

77056
77077
77079
77082
77084

COMMITTEES
AMBASSADOR COMMITTEE
Chamber Ambassadors are member volunteers who serve on welcome
committees, help with membership campaigns, and act as public relations
liaisons to networking/social events sponsored by the Chamber.

BUSINESS GOLF CLASSIC COMMITTEE
The Business Golf Classic Committee works to plan and host the
Houston West Chamber's Annual Golf Tournament held in the spring.
The tournament features a traditional golf scramble format with a noon
shotgun start. There are also interactive activities, lunch and dinner for attendees and
prizes for top winners. If you're a golfer or just a Chamber supporter, this is a wonderfully
relaxing and enjoyable day!
Ladies on the Green is a sub-committee of the Business Golf Committee that
concentrates on golf 101, networking, and socializing. This event is specially tailored for
HWCOC's women members.

BUSINESS & EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE
The Business & Education Partnership Committee plans and executes a
quarterly "Ted Talk" style event. This Committee aims to spread ideas in
the form of short, powerful speeches on Education, Medicine, Technology
and Science. This Committee also encourages mentor-ships and partnerships that enable
an easy transition from school to the workforce.

BUSINESS RESOURCE COMMITTEE
The Business Resource Committee provides Chamber members and guests
with educational and supportive seminars to improve business practices.The
Committee leads initiatives for Disney Institute, Coffee Talk, and Networking
After Hours.

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
The Governmental Affairs Committee works to educate Chamber members
and actively participates in legislative and public policy issues directly
affecting West Houston's business community. The Committee hosts a
biennial Legislative Trip to Austin, TX, a Legislative Update in the fall, and
monthly luncheons with guest speakers.

SALUTE TO VETERANS COMMITTEE
The Salute to Veterans Committee works to celebrate, recognize and
honor the brave men and women who have served our country. This
committee hosts a yearly luncheon, which gives our business
community an opportunity to recognize women and men who serve or
have served in our military.

COMMITTEES
WEST HOUSTON OUTLOOK COMMITTEE
To help you prepare for the environment ahead, The West Houston
Outlook Committee produces the West Houston Outlook 2020 at the
beginning of the year. It is designed to help large and small business
owners prepare for the coming year. With a combination of insight from
one of the top economists in the area and a panel of key executives from
the most important business segments, owners, managers and executives will be up to
date on economic trends affecting 2020.

INTERESTED IN JOINING A COMMITTEE?
We encourage members to join one of our great committees. The
Chamber's events and programs are created and organized by
our volunteer members to create opportunities for networking,
professional development, and referral building.
Let your voice be heard by participating in a planning committee!
Call us at 713-785-4922 for more information.

FACTS & FIGURES
34 YEARS

ADVOCATE FOR OUR MEMBERS SINCE 1985

850+ MEMBERS
REPRESENTING APPROXIMATELY 45,000 EMPLOYEES

MONTHLY EVENTS

CHECK OUT ALL HWCOC'S MONTHLY EVENTS:
You can learn more online at hwcoc.org/events

MONTHLY EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT US AT WWW.HCWOC.ORG/EVENTS
BE SURE TO BRING PLENTY OF BUSINESS CARDS OR BROCHURES ABOUT YOUR
COMPANY WHEN ATTENDING EVENTS

At the Chamber Orientation, you'll not only learn more about what the
Houston West Chamber can do for your business, but also have the chance
to meet our staff and begin building your Chamber network with fellow
members and Ambassadors.
Jump start your morning with Rise & Grind! Open to members and
prospective members, this meeting is designed to accelerate business
contacts by speed networking. Participants meet, talk about their
business, and learn how they might be able to benefit each other.
Open networking luncheon for seasoned, new and prospective
members to meet, mingle and hear the latest news about what is going
on with our Chamber. Build your referral sources and make new
connections!
Covering a variety of business topics ranging from marketing to
finance, this monthly seminar offers members the opportunity to
increase their business know-how with a different speaker each month.
Interested in being a speaker? Call our office at (713) 785.4922.
Networking After Hours is a special after hours networking event in a
relaxed atmosphere. Business owners, entrepreneurs and careerminded professionals gather over drinks and casual conversations to
share share resources, contacts, and strategies that help support each
other's career and business goals.
Growing a business brings challenges. How you deal with the
challenges and related growing pains is the difference between
success or failure. At this workshop you will learn how business
owners are growing their profits through ActionCOACH.

Internet Marketing Class

This clinic is offered twice monthly and topics vary from session to
session. To stay current with the fast-changing technology we
encourage you to attend often. Everyone is welcome to participate,
those new to the online world as well as the seasoned pro.
Presenter: Beth Guide, Owner, SEO411.com
Learn about the Health & Wealth Sprint from Gail "The Connector"
Stolzenburg, author of "21 Ways to Connect - even without experience"
and Red O'Laughlin, author of The Joy of Ageless Health". Participants
benefit from all aspects of business, health, and life.

Ribbon cuttings are traditionally performed for business openings,
but you can use our big pair of scissors to cut a ribbon for any big
milestone including: Opening a new location, new franchise, or
promoting a new brand, a business anniversary, a millionth customer
or any reason the business feels they need to present themselves to the community.
Come out and support our members at the next Ribbon Cutting ceremony.
For more information on Ribbon Cuttings contact Corina Cuellar at corina@hwcoc.org

FEATURED EVENTS
BUSINESS GOLF CLASSIC
Our Annual Business Golf Classic is a Chamber fundraising event
during a day at the golf course. The tournament features a traditional
golf scramble format with a noon shotgun start, interactive activities
and other competitive activities. Dinner is provided to the attendees,
and there are fabulous prizes for those finishing at the top of the pack. For those of you
who may not be the top golfers, there are raffles for valuable giveaways! If you're a
golfer or just a Chamber supporter, this is a wonderfully relaxing and enjoyable day!

LADIES ON THE GREEN
Ladies on
the Green

Join professional women in a fun, relaxed environment to learn the
basic fundamentals of golf. Show your ambitious side and win a prize
with the putting & long drive contest. Nibbles & Bubbles are included,
plus dinner hosted by Churrascos. Dress comfortably, tennis shoes
are suggested. All equipment is provided, so all we need is you!

ZEST IN THE WEST
Celebrate your "zest" for life with world class wines and culinary
treasures prepared by chefs from some of West Houston's finest
restaurants! Preparing & presenting food is their passion, and some
of our chefs will end the evening with the "Best of Zest" Culinary
Awards. Along with great food, wine, and beer, the Grand Zesting
features a silent auction, a big board, and a "cork pull" where just $20
can snag a $100 bottle of wine! All auction proceeds benefit the West Houston
Leadership Institute.

SALUTE TO VETERANS
For 12 years, our Salute to Veterans event has honored the valiant
men and women who so bravely serve or have served our country.
We believe that "Protecting freedom is serious business." This year,
Salute to Veterans will feature the Heart of Service award
presentation, recognition of three outstanding veterans, flyover by the
Houston Wing of the Commemorative Air Force, military memorabilia and vehicle
displays by the 6th Cavalry Historical Association. BBQ lunch will be provided by HLSR
Gatekeeper Committee, with music by Jason Gunn, Universal Bagpiper.

WOMEN DRIVING BUSINESS
Interested in becoming a sponsor?
Contact Kari Werner @ kari@hwcoc.org

Women, Reinvent yourself as the Houston West Chamber of Commerce Women
Driving Business Series helps you explore the possibilities of change, growth, and
wealth-building while developing lasting business connections and friendships.
Ready to network and connect with leading business women in west Houston? The
Women Driving Business series is like no other. Since women interact and network
differently than men, Women Driving Business was founded in 2005 to connect
professional women in ways that are uniquely feminine. Each year, the series brings
together Houston’s leading female professionals across all industries to share
motivation, business opportunities and friendships. But don’t think this is a fluffy
afternoon. These women truly mean business.A portion of the net proceeds benefit
charitable causes in west Houston.

CONVERSATIONS IN EXCELLENCE

The Conversations in Excellence (CiE) is our new 4-part series luncheon starting in
2020! This series consists of four intimate luncheons (limited to 100 guests), attended
by professional men and women, business owners, and community leaders who come
together to enjoy a memorable meal while making connections with fellow business
professionals and hearing from extraordinary guest speakers. CiE is beyond advice,
beyond networking, beyond lunch – Conversations in Excellence is a movement to
become reinforced, get inspired, and share the experience.

WEST HOUSTON OUTLOOK 2020
The Houston West Chamber of Commerce produces the West
Houston Outlook Conference at the beginning of the year to help
large and small business owners plan for the coming year. With a
combination of insight from some of the top economists in the area
and a panel of key executives from the most important business
segments, owners, managers and executives will be up to date on
economic trends affecting 2020. West Houston continues to be one

For upcoming dates, times and locations, you can visit our website at:
https://www.hwcoc.org/featured-events/

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

FREE Expert Counseling by Appointment
US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BRENDAN KELLY
International Trade
International Affairs
Please contact Brendan Kelly for appointment:
832-431-7371 or brendan.kelly@trade.gov

COUNSELORS TO AMERICA’S SMALL BUSINESS
SCORE - SENIOR CORE OF RETIRED EXECUTIVES
One-on-One Business Conversations
Starting or Expanding
Business Plan
For more information please contact:
713-773-6500

LEVERAGED SMALL BUSINESS WORKSHOP
GREG VERNON
Small Business Tax Workshops
For more information please contact:
Greg Vernon at 713-302-6249

SILVER FOX ADVISORS
CEO ROUND TABLE

Silver Fox Advisors are proven business leaders
that advise, consult, and mentor business leaders
For more information please contact:
Elena Baer at 713-467-5900

WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS
Workforce Solutions is a SHRM recertification provider
Training and development for HR professionals at no cost
Subject Matter Expert speakers for each featured topic
Designed to keep you up-to-date on relevant HR issues
For more information please contact:
Johanna Vargas at 832-570-9702 or johanna.vargas@wrksolutions.com

HWCOC OFFICE
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN
Available to members in good standing
Country of Origin: United States

CHAMBER CONFERENCE ROOM
Holds up to 8 comfortably
By reservation only
Please contact the office to reserve (713) 785-4922

*NEW PRICING EFFECTIVE OF APRIL 15, 2019

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
The Houston West Chamber of Commerce is a vital part of the
ongoing growth that is taking place here in the West Houston
area. Your membership in the Chamber provides unparalleled
opportunities to connect with peers, current and prospective
clients and our partners to keep communication lines open and
business moving.
Further, the programs and events we present provide
extraordinary opportunities to grow needed networks and gain
new insights to address the ever-changing challenges facing all
of us in business today. By working together as Chamber
members, we have a much stronger voice with our elected
leaders as they contemplate polices, rules and regulations that
work to improve the environment for business in our City and in
West Houston.

JEANNIE BOLLINGER
PRESIDENT & CEO
HOUSTON WEST CHAMBER

We appreciate your membership and we look forward to getting
to know you and work for you.
KARI WERNER
VICE PRESIDENT
HOUSTON WEST CHAMBER

NOTES:

LET'S TALK
REACH OUT TO US
(713) 785-4922
10375 Richmond Ave # 265
Houston, TX 77042
Millennium Tower
www.hwcoc.org

